IFO

Irish Forest Owners

The role of forest owners in
delivering non-wood benefits

National Forestry Conference
11 October 2022




Irish Forest Owners

Olive Leavy




Our forest




Also our forest




What is role of forest owners in
delivering non-wood benefits?



The role of forest owners is...

central



Afforestation

Annual afforested area (ha)

24,000
23,000
22,000
21,000
20,000
19,000
18,000
17,000
16,000
15,000
14,000
13,000
12,000
11,000
10,000
9,000
8,000
7,000
6,000
5,000
4,000
3,000
2,000
1,000

1922 1927 1932 1937 1942 1947 1952 1957

I Private

e Public

—#—Curnulative Afforestation

1962 1967 1972 1977 1982 1987 1992 1997 2002 2007 2012

700,000
675,000
650,000
625,000
600,000
575,000
550,000
525,000
500,000
475,000
450,000
425,000
400,000
375,000
350,000
325,000
300,000
275,000
250,000
225,000
200,000
175,000
150,000
125,000
100,000
75,000

50,000

25,000

Cummulative afforested area (ha)




Forest owners

Ownership Area (ha) % of total No of forest
forest estate owners
(1980-2019)

Private (grant-aided) 268,100 34.8% 23,256
Private (non grant- 110,563 14.4% ?7?
aided)

Farmers accounted for 81% of private lands afforested between 1980 and 2019

Forest Statistics Ireland 2020



Private forestry in Ireland

* Diverse in species composition
Broadleaf afforestation up from 4% early 1990s to 29.8% in 2017

The forest estate is comprised of 71% conifers and 29% broadleaves

* Young plantations
89.3% of the Private (grant-aided) category is aged 30 years or less

* Higher performance/yield class

Forest Statistics Ireland 2020



Private forestry in Ireland

All positive for biodiversity, carbon sequestration and

other non-wood benefits



Motivations for planting

Why did you decide to plant forestry?

Better use for some land |

Interest in the environment |GGG
Financial incentives |-
Diversification of farm enterprise
Easier option for successors

1
| inherited it/already planted S
1

Other (please specify)
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What do you want to get from your forest?
Rate the importance to you of the following statements

Be economically viable |

Provide maximum economic returns

Be a space for wildlife & biodiversity

Provide me with a pension

carbon sequestration

Contribute to climate change mitigation through I

Be an inheritance for the next generation

Provide recreational/social space [}

30




» A lot of non-wood benefits are already being
delivered by forest owners

»Many forest owners are strongly motivated by the
environmental benefits of forestry

» Forestry as a land use option has to be
economically viable for the forest owner




Conifer forests

Carbon sequestration
Timber production

Biodiversity




Broadleaves
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* (Continuous income
* Resilience

* Biodiversity

* Legacy

e Alternative income

streams



Challenges

15t generation forest owners



Challenges

2"d generation
forest owners




Challenges

New forest owners

Economically viable model of forestry






Engagement



Education



Non-wood benefits




Non-wood benefits







Forest Owner Groups
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